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a step back
Mistakes come back to haunt 

Texans in loss to Colts.
>> Sports

Online 
Get the latest news, sports 

and weather. 
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BY CASSANDRA POLLOCK
The Texas Tribune

House Speaker Den-
nis Bonnen addressed his 
fellow GOP members of-
fi cially for the fi rst time in 
months on Friday, offer-
ing, through an emotional 
speech, a motion for his 
colleagues to call for his 

resignation, three people 
in the room told The Texas 
Tribune.

“It is the will of the 
caucus that Dennis Bon-
nen should step down as 
Speaker of the House,” 
members in the closed-
door meeting, shocked 
at the scene before them, 
read on a piece of paper.

The dramatic move in 
the ballroom of an Austin 
resort was the culmination 
of a months-long politi-
cal crisis for Bonnen that 
had already reached a new 
pitch earlier this week. On 
Tuesday, hardline con-
servative activist Michael 
Quinn Sullivan released 
secretly recorded audio 

of Bonnen that confi rmed 
that in June the Republican 
leader had, among other 
things, offered Sullivan’s 
Empower Texans media 
access to the House fl oor 
and suggested the organi-
zation go after a list of 10 
GOP members during the 
2020 primaries.

Ultimately, Bonnen, 

who members there de-
scribed as apologetic and
remorseful, withdrew the
motion Friday after some
in the caucus asked him to
— and the caucus instead
debated for the next few
hours a statement to re-
lease to address the drama.

At GOP caucus meeting, House Speaker Dennis Bonnen 
offered resolution calling for his own resignation

BY CAROL A. CATES, MSN, MBA, RN
Chief Nursing Offi cer

Odessa Regional Medical Center

Did you know about 3,500 
infants die every year related 
to Sudden Infant Death Syn-
drome (SIDS) and sleep-re-
lated causes? 

As parents, I think that is 
our worst nightmare — losing 
a child. I cannot even begin to 
imagine how painful it must be 
for the parents that have gone 
through the horrible tragedy of 
SIDS. If you are one of those 
parents, I so admire the cour-
age you have to put one foot in 

front of another every day. I’m 
not sure I could be so brave. 

Unfortunately, despite years 
of research and testing, health 
care researchers still don’t 
completely understand SIDS — 
which means we can’t always 
prevent those tragic deaths. But, 
we have learned a great deal 
about safe sleep and behaviors 
that do impact SIDS and the 
other sleep-related infant deaths. 

That means while we don’t 
fully understand SIDS, we are 
getting better at preventing 
it. The death rate from SIDS 
dropped more than 50 percent 
between 1994 and 2016. 

In 1994, the National Institutes 
of Health instituted the “Back to 
Sleep” campaign. That campaign, 
which taught parents to have 
their infants sleep exclusively on 
their backs, accounted for a big 
drop in SIDS rates over the next 
several years, but it didn’t com-
pletely address the problem. 

In 2012, the campaign was 
changed to “Safe to Sleep” 
because we learned that back 
sleeping is only one piece of 
the prevention puzzle. 

“Safe to Sleep” is the result of 
several other recommendations 
shown to decrease the rate of 
SIDS and sleep-related infant 

deaths. In 2016, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and the 
National Institutes of Health 
with their “Safe to Sleep” cam-
paign came out with their 
current recommendations re-
garding preventing SIDS and 
sleep-related infant deaths: 

>> Always place baby on his 
or her back to sleep, for naps 
and at night — this is the most 
effective way to reduce the risk 
of SIDS. Baby anatomy is differ-
ent from adults, so they are un-
likely to choke on drool or even 
vomit when on their backs. 

S H O W  T I M E

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 

Caregiver 
Support Group
The Courtyards 

Assisted Living and 
Memory Care, 201 
Parks Village Drive, 
has scheduled Care-
giver Support Group 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
on the fourth Tues-
day of each month 
through Dec. 24. 

Anyone caring for 
a person 60 years 
of age and older are 
invited to join the 
group. By working 
together, participants 
can help each other 
cope with effects of 
disease and aging. 

Group members 
openly discuss their 
feelings, experiences, 
and fears in a non-
judgmental and sup-
portive atmosphere. 
Practical issues such 
as healthcare assis-
tance, dealing with 
behaviors, respite 
and much more are 
discussed. 

For more informa-
tion, call 339-1048. 

ON THE NET
>> tinyurl.com/y3t8pbhs 

or courtyards-al.com

ECISD events
The Ector County 

Independent School 
District Fine Arts 
has scheduled the 
following events for 
Tuesday.

>> Blanton Elementary 
Fifth Grade Program: 
5:30 p.m. at Blanton 
Elementary School; 
4101 Lynbrook Ave. 

>> Gonzales Elemen-
tary Third Grade PTA 
Program: 5:30 p.m. at 
Gonzales Elemen-
tary; 2700 Disney St.

>> Wilson & Young 
Orchestra will pres-
ent “Terror Tuesday 
Freaky Feature Con-
cert:” 6 p.m. at Wil-
son & Young Medal 
of Honor Middle 
School; 601 E 38th St. 

>> West Elementary 
Fifth Grade Music Pro-
gram: 6 p.m. at West 
Elementary; 2225 
Sycamore Dr. 

All events are ad-
mission free.

For more informa-
tion, email Michael.
Hawley@ectorcoun-
tyisd.org.

Pumpkin Smash
Victim Survivor 

Conqueror Ministry 
has scheduled the 
fi fth annual Pumpkin 
Smash from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Thursday 
at Emet HaTorah 
Odessa, 3319 N. 
Golder Ave.

ON THE NET
>> tinyurl.com/y5g6ykd8

Halloween Party
The American 

Legion, Earl S. Bai-
ley Post 430, 2701 E. 
Eighth St., has sched-
uled a Halloween 
Party for kids starting 
at 6 p.m. Oct. 31. 

There will be cos-
tume contest, trick or 
treating and more.

ON THE NET
>> tinyurl.com/y23ah2kf.

QUICK hits

>> FROM STAFF REPORTS

OHS to stage ‘Silver Linings’

GUEST 
COLUMN

CAROL 
CATES

>> Carol Cates 
is the chief 

nursing offi cer 
at Odessa 
Regional 

Medical Center. 
You can 

reach your 
via e-mail at 
Carol.Cates@
steward.org >> See SIDS Page 3A

BY RUTH CAMPBELL
rcampbell@oaoa.com

Odessa High School 
students are about to tell 
the community what’s on 
their mind with a peer is-
sues show titled “Silver 
Linings.” 

The show is set for 6:30 
p.m. Oct. 24 at the Odessa 
High School Performing 

Arts Center. Admission 
is $5 for adults. The show 
will be staged for certain 
classes during the day 
for $1, Theater Director 
Chyree LeMaster said. 

The show, which has 
been ongoing for many 
years, covers a wide vari-
ety of topics with pieces 
written by students. Stu-
dents from other classes 

also have sent in pieces. 
“And all of those pieces 

are put together and created 
for this,” LeMaster said. 

Silver Linings includes 
pieces about abuse, accep-
tance of yourself and others, 
LGBT issues, rape, drink-
ing and driving, addiction 
in general, body positivity, 
pregnancy, special needs, 
attention defi cit hyperactiv-

ity disorder and much more. 
LeMaster said 22 stu-

dents participated in the 
venture. 

Other productions have 
covered teen dating vio-
lence, suicide prevention, 
cutting and then it started 
morphing into many differ-
ent issues. 

“It’s things that are part of 
their lives that they want to 

discuss and help each other 
learn how to deal with it in 
a better way,” LeMaster said. 
“The kids have done a really 
good job of talking about 
them (the topics) and writ-
ing about them. I’m very 
proud of them. They’ve 
worked very hard and it’s 
usually student-led. …”

>> See PLAY Page 3A

>> See GOP Page 3A

Show touches on timely topics

Donning a television head
made especially for this 
play, 17-year-old Justin 
Waddell has to fi nd ways 
to be expressive without 
the use of his face while 
15-year-old Karen Roe 
goes through a second 
take of the play written 
by their fellow classmate 
Hope Huber. Many of the 
students in the class have 
been involved in some 
form of theater for many 
years, while others found 
their interest in theatre 
for the fi rst time at Odessa 
High.

BEN POWELL | 
ODESSA AMERICAN

>>ECISD: www.
ectorcountyisd.org
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Sharing Hands A 
Respite Experience

Learn more about helping local 
communities in Tuesday’s edition of the OA.➤➤
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What was supposed to be a 
45-minute meeting turned 
into a roughly 4-hour one, 
and as members exited the 
room at the end of their 
annual caucus retreat, a 
statement was released 
condemning the speaker 
and one of his lieutenants, 
state Rep. Dustin Burrows, 
R-Lubbock, “in the stron-
gest possible terms.”

Still, Friday’s meeting 
marked the tensest face-
to-face exchange among 
House Republicans since 
the allegations against Bon-
nen — now largely proven 
true — were fi rst aired in 
late July. And in the hours 
afterward, it was unclear 
whether Bonnen was on 
better political footing than 
he was before the meet-
ing, as statements from 
members who attended 
the meeting were released 
to the public, including 
from some members who 
proclaimed they could no 
longer support the speaker 
moving forward.

Some members at that 
meeting considered the 
fact that a vote was never 
taken on the speaker’s 
resignation as a sign that 
things could soon begin to 
resolidify for Bonnen, who 
has now faced nearly 20 
calls from Republicans and 
Democrats to step down. 
Others, however, suggested 
it was just the latest ma-
neuver by a savvy student 
of the lower chamber who 
faces an inevitable reality 
that he’ll never be reelected 
again to lead the lower 
chamber.

Before long, the con-
versation inside the room 
quickly turned to discus-
sion of whether a state-
ment from the group 
should include a censure, 
which is effectively a slap 
on the wrist for an elected 
offi cial. That motion failed 
considerably, according to 
the three people who were 
there and who requested 
anonymity to discuss the 
private proceedings.

“We, the members of the 
Texas House Republican 
Caucus, condemn in the 
strongest possible terms 
the offensive language used 
and the statements made by 
Speaker Bonnen and Rep-
resentative Burrows during 
the secretly recorded meet-
ing which occurred on June 
12th,” the statement said. 
“Both members violated the 
high standards of conduct 
we expect of our members. 
Their conduct does not re-
fl ect the views of our Cau-
cus membership.”

The statement went on 
to vaguely point to caucus 
rules for selecting a speaker 
within the party.

“Constitutionally, the 
Speaker can only be elected 
or removed when the 
House is in session,” the 
statement said. “A process 
in our Caucus bylaws pres-
ently exists to nominate a 

Caucus-endorsed Speaker 
candidate, and we intend to 
abide by those provisions 
accordingly.”

The statement also re-
buked anti-local govern-
ment sentiments expressed 
by Bonnen and Burrows in 
the recording, which cap-
tured the two House lead-
ers boasting about making 
things diffi cult for city and 
county offi cials during the 
most recent legislative ses-
sion and saying that they’d 
be “all in” for making the 
2021 session even worse 
for that group. The caucus 
statement also made clear 
that the caucus backs the 
members who were said to 
be on the list for potential 
primary challengers.

“We completely and 
fully support the [House] 
members mentioned in 
the recording,” Friday’s 
statement said. “Further, 
the views expressed in the 
taped recording in no way 
refl ect the high regard we 
have for our locally elected 
offi cials.”

As the statement hit in-
boxes, members left the 
ballroom, with most de-
clining to comment as they 
headed toward their ve-
hicles.

But soon after, a host of 
statements were issued, in-
cluding one from a group of 
four Republican lawmakers 
from North Texas — state 
Reps. Justin Holland, R-
Rockwall; Matt Shaheen, 
R-Plano; Scott Sanford, R-
McKinney, and Jeff Leach, 
R-Plano — calling on Bon-
nen “to work diligently to 
prove ... that he can rebuild 
trust and continue to faith-
fully lead the House and 
our state forward.

“[And] if that is not pos-
sible, the people of Texas 
expect and deserve a new 
Speaker of the House dur-
ing the 87th Legislature,” 
they lawmakers said.

Others, including state 
Rep. Dewayne Burns R-
Cleburne, stated they 
could no longer support 
the speaker amid the latest 
development in the politi-
cal drama.

As House lawmak-
ers were huddled behind 
closed doors Friday af-
ternoon, an investigation 
instigated by the House 
General Investigating Com-
mittee continues. The com-
mittee previously asked the 
Texas Rangers to review 
the June 12 meeting, and 
announced Friday that it 
had retained three legal 
advisers — former Texas 
Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Thomas R. Phillips, 
Democratic former state 
Rep. Patricia Gray and Re-
publican former state Rep. 
Will Hartnett —to advise 
the committee on the next 
steps once the Rangers re-
port their fi ndings.
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SLEEP SHOP
2727 Andrews Hwy 

Odessa, Texas
(432) 332 3441

>> Share your room with 
your baby, but not your 
bed. Keep baby in your 
room close to your bed but 
on a separate sleep surface 
designed for infants. 

Room sharing should 
occur ideally for the baby’s 
fi rst year, but at a mini-
mum for the fi rst 6 months. 
Babies should not sleep in 
an adult bed, on a couch, or 
on a chair alone, with you, 
or with anyone else. Shar-
ing a room — but not the 
sleep surface, with baby 
decreases the risk of SIDS 
by as much as 50 percent.

>> Use firm and flat 
sleep surface, such as a 
mattress in a safety-ap-
proved crib covered by 
a tightly fi tted sheet. Re-
move all bumpers, blan-
kets, loose bedding, and 
soft items from the sleep 
area. Do not use car seats, 
strollers, baby carriers, or 
other sitting devices as 
baby’s routine sleep area.

>> Avoid baby’s expo-
sure to smoke, alcohol, and 
illicit drugs.

>> Breastfeeding has a 
positive impact on SIDS 
risk. Studies show the lon-
ger a baby is exclusively 
breastfed, the lower their 
risk of SIDS. If you are 
tired, ask someone to stay 

with you while you are 
feeding baby to keep you 
awake or to place the baby 
in a safe place if you fall 
asleep. 

>> Supervised, awake 
tummy time is recom-
mended daily to facilitate 
development.

>> Do not use inclined 
surfaces or monitors that 
claim to prevent SIDS. The 
FDA does not support such 
claims, and in 2019, many 
of those items became il-
legal to sell in this country 
because of their deceptive 
claims. 

One of the things you 
can do to help spread the 
message about the impor-
tance of a safe sleep envi-

ronment is to participate in 
the #SafeSleepSnap photo 
activity. 

This activity, developed 
by the National institutes 
of Health along with the 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Devel-
opment has invited people 
to participate in Safe Sleep 
awareness and education 
through social media. 

Take a picture of your 
baby’s safe sleep environ-
ment and share on social 
media with the hashtag 
#SafeSleepSnap and show 
off the great things you 
do to keep your beautiful 
little one safe during their 
sleep.

Seventeen-year-old se-
nior Michaella Morris was 
the director and leader 
last year and serves in the 
same role this year. Le-
Master said she has been 
very sick, so other people 
have been helping out, but 
she said Morris has done a 
wonderful job. 

Morris said this is the 
second peer issue show 
she has directed. She did 
lights for it her sophomore 
year. 

“It’s kind of hard, but 
it’s also really easy (to di-
rect) because it’s a peer 
issue show. The things we 
talk about are things I’ve 
gone through and mostly 
everyone I know has gone 
through. It’s easy to rep-
resent them when they 
know they’re being repre-
sented because they come 
together to put together 
something that everyone 
understands cohesively. 
Everyone gets how it feels 
to be depressed or discrim-
inated against …,” Morris 
said. 

Topics are selected by 
the production class. They 
talk about things they have 
seen people struggling 
with recently and what 
they are struggling with. 

“So it’s what is the com-
munity going through right 

now,” Morris said.
She added that human 

traffi cking is a big issue 
right now so there are 
pieces on that because it’s 
something people need to 
know about even if it’s un-
comfortable. 

“… But with the show 
the entire intention is to 
talk about it because it’s 
easier to cope and accept 
stuff like therapy and ac-
cept to yourself that these 
things happen and it can 
get better when you see 
someone else representing 
it in a more positive and 
honest light,” Morris said. 

They did not include 
the Aug. 31 mass shooting 
partly because an OHS 
student, Leilah Hernandez, 
was killed in it.  

“… We want to help 
people, but we don’t want 
to hurt people at the same 
time. We feel like that 
would be a little too soon 
for it to be in a show shown 
to the school all day,” Mor-
ris said. 

Seventeen-year-old se-
nior Hope Huber was in 
the production last year 
and wrote many of the 
pieces in it this year and 
last. Huber said writing is 
something she really loves 
and being able to see it put 
into action is powerful for 
her. 

Huber said it is very im-
portant for these topics to 
be staged. 

“When I fi rst saw the 
show it really helped me 
know that I’m not alone. 
I feel like everyone needs 
to know that they’re not 
alone. That’s maybe the 
most important thing and 
for people to know that 
these are things that are 
actually happening and 
maybe sympathize more 
with other people who 
are going through it, to 
know that it’s not some-
thing scary or weird. It’s 
really normal and people 
are going through it every 
day,” 

Huber said she writes 
about her own experiences 
and things she feels people 
need to know more about. 

“And just you see a lot of 
things in the media that are 
portrayed badly and you 
just want to try to portray 
it from a more realistic as-
pect, from how a teenager 
would see it because this is 
a show for teenagers and 
their families,” Huber said. 

Seeing what she has 
written come to life on 
stage, she said, is incred-
ibly powerful. 

“It makes me really 
proud to see that I’ve writ-
ten something because I 
also see people’s reactions 
when they see it. I see the 
tears in people’s eyes and I 
hear the laughter and I have 
people come up to me and 
ask me about how I wrote 
it. I’ve actually last year had 

people come up and give 
me a hug,” Huber said. 

Katelan Crowder, a 
15-year-old sophomore, 
said this is her fi rst year in 
the production but she has 
watched many before. 

“When I watched these 
productions in previous 
years I was always kind 
of empowered by it and I 
thought it was a very spe-
cial thing to do because it’s 
a lot of issues that kids my 
age and older, and maybe 
even younger, have to deal 
with and it’s important for 
us as a production class to 
reach out and connect with 
our audience and this is a 
perfect example,” Crowder 
said. 

She said she is very ex-
cited about the upcoming 
show and said while the 
topics are dark, they’re 
very real. 

“… It’s very important 
to talk about these things. 
That what it’s not such 
a taboo subject that we 
never talk about,” Crowder 
said. 

She added that it makes 
it easier to open conversa-
tions at school on how they 
deal with different things. 

LeMaster said the stu-
dents are pretty fantastic. 

“… They write this in-
formation and that they 
share it and they have the 
courage to do that. They’re 
just incredible kids,” she 
said.
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 TEXAS 
Saturday, Oct. 19

POWERBALL
14    27    29    59    65    12

POWER PLAY: 2

LOTTO TEXAS
19  29  41  46  50  51

ALL OR NOTHING
 MORNING EVENING
3 7 9 10 12 13 15 1 3 5 6 7 8 13
16 17 20 22 23  15 17 18 22 24 
 DAY         NIGHT
1 2 5 6 9 10 14 2 6 7 9 12 13 14
16 18 19 22 24  17 20 21 23 24 

PICK 3
 MORNING EVENING
 6  9  9  9 1  8  9  0
 DAY NIGHT
 4  5  2  7 0  4  2  1

www.txlottery.org

NEW MEXICO
Saturday, Oct. 19

LOTTO AMERICA

3    11    27    31    40    10
MULTIPLIER: 3

ROADRUNNER CASH
3    16    20    28    29 

PICK 3
 MORNING EVENING
 2  8  3 0  4  3

www.nmlottery.com

L O T T E R Y  N U M B E R S
DAILY 4

MORNING               EVENING
6  8  3  9  2   0  1  1  4  4

  DAY                      NIGHT
5  2  1  8  9   3  4  2  8  5

CASH 5
16   20   23   28   29

T I N T Y P E

MARK ROGERS|ODESSA AMERICAN

Dave Poindexter watches as Scott Hilton inserts a tintype plate into the back of a view camera before taking a photo of Sharon 
Navage. The Ellen Noel Art Museum sponsored a Tintype Workshop Saturday. Workshop attendees posed for pictures and developed 
their own tintypes. Scott Hilton and Bryan Wing of project Barbatype were the instructors.

Hotel Collapse: 2 leaning cranes felled ‘exactly’ as planned
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW ORLEANS Offi cials set 
off thundering explosions 
that toppled two cranes 
Sunday that had loomed 
precariously for days over 

a partially collapsed hotel in 
New Orleans, saying their 
controlled demolition went 
“exactly” as planned and ef-
forts now would focus on 
retrieving two bodies still 
inside the ruined building.

The fi ery afternoon ex-
plosions sent up massive 
clouds of dust and sent one 
crane crashing to the street 
while the second fell in a 
way that left much of it rest-
ing atop the ruined hotel 

building where offi cials said 
it was “stable” and could be 
removed piecemeal.

New Orleans Mayor 
LaToya Cantrell declared 
the demolition a success at 
a news conference.

From left, Dave Poindexter and Scott Hilton develop a tintype in a 
darkroom. The Ellen Noel Art Museum sponsored a Tintype Workshop 
Saturday. Workshop attendees posed for pictures and developed their 
own tintypes. Scott Hilton and Bryan Wing of project Barbatype were the 
instructors.

Dave Poindexter watches an an image appears on a 
tintype he is developing. The Ellen Noel Art Museum 
sponsored a Tintype Workshop Saturday. Workshop 
attendees posed for pictures and developed their own 
tintypes. 


